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Enrollment in Mayor-sponsored schools continues to grow, despite 
declining or stagnant enrollment in other districts. 
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Enrollment of Selected Marion County School Corporations 

Mayor IPS Lawrence Marion Co. Avg Decatur

Mayor-sponsored charter schools are currently serving over 13,000 Indianapolis 
students. With the growth of current schools and 2 new schools opening this fall, our 
anticipated 2016 enrollment is over 14,000 students. 
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Mayor-sponsored schools serve a diverse student population. 

Mayor-sponsored schools serve a highly diverse student population, with the vast 
majority of students receiving free or reduced lunch. 
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2014-2015 ISTEP Performance 
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ELA Math

Mayor-sponsored charter schools continue to perform at approximately the same 
level as all Marion County schools while outperforming IPS by 9.8% average in both 
English/Language Arts and Math. 
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MSCS far outperform their students’ assigned schools. 

Mayor-sponsored charter schools far outperform schools their students would have 
been assigned to attend by 12.1% in ELA and 14.4% in Math. MSCS students also 
have a higher Median Growth Percentile in both subjects. 

 

Subject MSCS Pass Rate Assigned Pass Rate Difference MSCS MGP Assigned MGP Difference 

ELA 53.4% 41.3% +12.1% 51.3 41.3 +10.0 

Math 45.1% 30.7% +14.4% 49.0 39.2 +9.8 
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Median Growth Percentile in ELA, 2015 
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State accountability shows significant growth in MSCS quality. 

The graph below shows the percentage of schools earning an A or B for the 2014-15 
school year.  65% of Mayor-sponsored charter schools earned an A or B in 2015, 
compared to 52.6% in 2014. 
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Note: On January 26, 2016, the State Board of Education voted to adopt Indiana’s recently signed Hold Harmless law. The law 
was approved in response to the state’s adoption of a new ISTEP+ assessment in 2015 and the sharp drop in assessment scores 
that schools experienced. It enables schools to compare their grades from the 2013-2014 and 2014-2015 school years and to 
keep the better of the two. 



MSCS graduate more students than their IPS and charter counterparts. 
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Mayor-sponsored charter schools are graduating more students in four years using 
fewer waivers than non-MSCS and IPS. Notably, the MSCS waiver rate is one-third 
that of the statewide waiver rate. 
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Mayor-sponsored charter schools are attracting more media. 

“Hope is at the forefront of site-based research, he said. 
A study of Hope’s program from 2014 found that when 

students stop using drugs, their academic outcomes 
improve, said Mary Jo Rattermann, an educational 

consultant. Hope Academy students who don’t relapse 
actually show more growth than similar peers at 

mainstream high schools.” 

“I came upon the concept for the school when it was in 
the development stage and immediately added it to a 
possible list of schools for my daughter,” she said. 
“When she expressed interest to me in attending 
Purdue, the Polytechnic High School became my first 
choice for Kayla.” 

“While some schools are cutting back music 
classes, Tindley Genesis in Indianapolis brings 
them center stage.” 

“When it comes to charter schools in Indianapolis, 
test scores suggest the locally managed schools 

outdo those that are part of national networks. […] 
Eight of the top nine charter schools also are 

sponsored by the Indianapolis Mayor’s Office. ” 
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The number of Mayor-sponsored charter schools continues to grow. 

Two new Mayor-sponsored charter schools are slated to open for the 2016-2017 
school year – increasing the number of schools to 41. The two new schools are also 
Innovation Network Schools, partnering with IPS. 

Global Preparatory Academy 
 Dual Language Spanish Immersion model 
 Starting K-2 and will grow to K-8 
 Located at IPS Riverside School 44 

Kindezi Academy 

 Blended learning model 
 Starting K-2 and will grow to K-8 
 Founded by the board of Enlace Academy, Inc. 
 Located at IPS Joyce Kilmer School 69 

Mayor-Sponsored Charter Schools Opening Fall 2016 


